Ohio State Organic Grains Conference
January 7-8, 2026

Kalahari Conferences & Resorts, Sandusky, Ohio

Two full days of agronomic and farm management sessions for
commercial organic grain growers in the Eastern Corn Belt.

Featuring
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Matt Ryan, Willie Hughes, Aaron Wilson, Nate Powell-Palm, Eric Richer,
Cornell University W. Hughes Farm in Ohio State consultant, Powell Conference Director,
Sustainable Cropping  Janesville, Wisconsin ~ Agricultural Palm Ag Services, Ohio State Field
Systems Specialist Weather & Climate LLC, and Organic Specialist, Farm

Specialist Trade Association Management

.] THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, . .
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains



Welcome!

Welcome to the Ohio State Organic Grains Conference. We are glad you are here!

In this 4th year of the event, we are excited to offer a new track focused on research and a new trade
show layout to encourage a better flow of traffic through our vendor booths—be sure to visit both of
these new areas. We have continued a strong focus on organic row crop growers in the Eastern
Corn Belt. Our planning committee has spent hours preparing a great program of multi-state speak-
ers including farmers, researchers, and industry representatives, as well as a great menu featuring
many local processors and farmers who have graciously donated organic food ingredients. Finally,
I am grateful to a creative planning committee for enabling the event to come together.

- Eric Richer on behalf of the 2026 OSU Organic Grains Planning Committee
Associate Professor and Field Specialist, OSU Extension

Program Staff

Eric Richer, Associate Professor and Field Specialist, Farm Management

Cassandra “Cassy” Brown, Ohio State AMP / OFFER Program Manager / Outreach

Cheryl Fischnich, Ohio State AMP / OFFER Office Associate

Maggie McGlinch, Ohio State AMP / OFFER student assistant

Planning Committee

Ashley Adair, Purdue University Organic Extension Specialist
Bridget Burgess, Hirzel Farms, Luckey, Ohio Farmer Representative
Eugene Law, Ohio State Weed Ecology Specialist

Kendall Lovejoy, Ohio State Extension Educator, Fulton County

Clifton Martin, Ohio State Extension Educator, Muskingum County
Osler Ortez, Ohio State Corn and Emerging Crops Specialist

Mike Stites, Indiana Farmer Representative

Kayla Wyse, Ohio State Extension Educator, Williams County

Jenna Falor, Michigan State University Extension Field Crops Educator

Jacob Leopold, Ohio Farmer representative

2



Schedule at a Glance

Pre-conference Activities Tuesday, January 6, 2026

1-6 p.m.
3-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

6 a.m.

7 a.m.

9 a.m.
12 p.m.
1p.m.
4:30 p.m.

6 p.m.
7 p.m.

Thursday, January 8, 2026

7 a.m.

7 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Vender Set Up Time
Research Focus Groups
Optional Dinner at B-Lux Grill or other restaurants

* Please Note: Dinner on Tuesday and Wednesday are NOT part
of the conference meal package. All are welcome to join us for
dinner Tuesday, but be prepared to pay for your own meal.
Space is limited and other restaurants are available on site (see
back of this booklet for restaurants.)

Vender Setup

Registration Opens

Educational Sessions Begin

Lunch

Educational Sessions Continue

TOPP Buyer-Seller Mixer

Trade Show / Poster Session open

Dinner on your own

Networking and Social Time in Baobab Lounge

Registration opens

Breakfast

Early Riser Sessions
Educational Sessions Begin
Lunch

Educational Sessions Continue
Evaluation and Adjournment

Schedule, speaker slides, and other conference details are online at
go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.

Additional resources may be added during or after the conference.
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This event is also made possible with support from the Ohio State Extension Farm Office Farm
Management program led by David Marrison, and the Ohio State Agroecosystem Management
Program’s OFFER Organic program led by Douglas Jackson-Smith. These programs are part of
The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, led by
Dean Cathann Kress. We're also grateful for time donated by county extension offices, farms,

businesses, and other organizations in support of this event.
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http://farmoffice.osu.edu

Pre-conference Activities
Tuesday, January 6, 2026

Time Session or Item Description Location

1-5p.m. Vender set up (Early preference given to Kalahari Ballroom
equipment vendors.) Area

3-5 p.m. Organic Farm Management Cohort Meeting Empress Board-
(invitation only) room

4-6 p.m. Future Cropscapes Focus Group Guava Room
(invitation only)

6:00 p.m. Vender, speaker, planning committee meeting B-Lux Grill
(Space limited. Other dining options available.)

Wednesday, January 7, 2026
Time Session or Item Description Location
7:00 a.m. Registration opens Kalahari South
Foyer

9:00 a.m. Welcome Kalahari Ballroom

9:15a.m. General Session #1 - My Organic Grain Journey Kalahari Ballroom
Willie Hughes, W.H. Hughes Farm, Janesville, Wisc.

10:15a.m. | Trade Show Break Kalahari Ballroom

Area

10:45 a.m. | General Session #2 - Alternative Weed Control Kalahari Ballroom
Matt Ryan, Cornell University

11:45-1 Announcements and Lunch Kalahari Ballroom

p-m.

Schedule, speaker slides, and other conference details are online at

go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.

Additional resources may be added during or after the conference.




Research Posters Chosen for Presentations

High-Speed Disk Versus Relay Cover
Cropping: Comparing Two Tillage
Reduction Strategies in an Organic
Corn-Soy-Wheat Rotation

Abbe Hamilton, John Wallace, Mary Barbercheck,
Moriah Bilenky, Christina Voortman, Tosh Mazzone,
Adriana Murillo-Williams, Sarah Cornelisse, Penn
State University

We compared two reduced tillage strategies
across a three-year corn-soy-wheat rotation:
1)Relay cover cropping to maximize the length
of time between tillage events, and 2) Shallow-
Tillage to reduce both depth and frequency of
soil disturbance. See which strategy performed
best in yield, weed pressure, and other
considerations.

Digging Into Organic Soil
Health: What We Learned
from 90 Indiana Field Sites

Arsen Yerlan, Annie Benson, Yichao Rui, Aaliyah
Carlisle, Md. Moyeed Hasan Talukde, Purdue
University

We conducted a statewide soil health census of
organic farms, collecting soil samples and
management data from 90 field sites. Each soil
sample was analyzed for a suite of biological,
chemical, and physical indicators of soil health.
We also documented key management
practices, including crop rotations, tillage
intensity, and the number of days each field
maintained living cover. We hope to
characterize organic practices in Indiana and
assess relationships between management
practices, biological and physical field
conditions, and soil health metrics. Find out
more about how we're managing our data.

Flame Weeding: An Alternative for
Minimizing Cultivation Passes in
Organic Corn Production Systems

Mercy Odemba, Elijah N. Dean, Cassandra C. Brown,
Eugene P. Law, The Ohio State University

This 2024 on-farm research trial compared
several combinations of pre-plant cultivation
and/or flame weeding in organic corn.
Treatments included 1) multiple pre- and post-
planting cultivation and flame treatments, 2)
flaming one week after planting but prior to
emergence, 3) flaming 2-3 weeks after planting
(V1) and again at V4, and 4) no final cultivation
pass or flaming. Researchers measured early-
season weed density, late-season biomass. See
how the flame weeding tactics compared.

Kellogg Biological Station Long-term
Agroecosystem Research (LTAR)

Christine Charles, Phil Robertson, Brook Wilke, Tayler
Ulbrich, Michigan State University

We're in it for the long run! The Kellogg
Biological Station (KBS) Long-Term
Agroecosystem Research (LTAR) site is part of
the USDA’s LTAR network, established to
develop national, long-term strategies for
sustainable agricultural production. Our
research site is comparing conventional
agriculture with an Aspirational Cropping
System designed for the future with input from
research and Michigan agricultural
stakeholders. Learn more about what practices
we have been comparing and what impacts we
are seeing.

Additional research posters are listed online on page
11 and online at go.osu.edu/Organic Grains.



Wednesday, January 7, 2026 continued

Time

Session or Item Description

Location

1-2 p.m.

Breakout
Session #1

Agronomy
Agronomic Sampling for Maximum Yield

Greg LaBarge, OSU

Kalahari Ballroom

Marketing & Management
Record Keeping for Inspections

Jacob Leopold, farmer (OH), and Sheryn Bruff, Ohio
Ecological Food and Farm Assoc.

Indigo Bay

Research

Comparing Organic vs. Conventional Profits and a
Look at 2026 Organic Enterprise Budgets

Clint Schroeder and Eric Richer, OSU

Mangrove Room

2:15-3:15
p.-m.

Breakout
Session #2

Agronomy
New Tech for Organics

Jared Brown, Greenfield Robotics, robotic weeding
Justin Kinnan, KinnanFAB, Inc., flame weeder
Matt Sattleberg, Bay Shore Sales, camera hitches
Moderated by Dr. Eugene Law, OSU

Kalahari Ballroom

Marketing & Management
Labor Issues

Jeff Lewis, OSU Farm Office
Pedro Mendes, OSU Ohio International Intern Program

Indigo Bay

Research

Research Poster Lightning Sessions
See page 6 for details

Moderated by Clifton Martin, OSU

Mangrove Room

3:30-4:30

p-m.

General Session #3 - Regenerative Agriculture:
What Exactly Is It?

Scott Myers, Woodlyn Acres Farm, LLC

Erin Silva, University of Wisconsin

Michael O’Donnell, organic consultant

Eric Schwab, Ohio NRCS

Moderated by Ashley Adair, Purdue Extension

Kalahari Ballroom




Please visit our exhibitors in Kalahari ballroom east and the south foyer.

Booth 1-8 Booth 9-16 Booth 17-24 Booth 25-32 Booth 33-39
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Wednesday, January 7, 2026 continued

Nate Powell-Palm, Powell Palm Ag Services, LLC, and
Organic Trade Association

Time Session or Item Description Location
4:30 p.m. TOPP Buyer-Seller Mixer Kalahari Ballroom
Cash bar and other drinks, trade show and poster Area
session open until 6 p.m.
6 pm Dinner on your own Kalahari
Restaurants
7-11 p.m. Networking and Social Time Baobab Lounge
Thursday, January 8, 2026
Time Session or Item Description Location
7:00 a.m. Registration Opens Kalahari South
Foyer
7-8 a.m. Breakfast Served Orange Room
Stay in the Orange Room and chat or take your break-
fast to go and join one of our Early Riser Session listed
below, led by our keynote speakers.
Nuggets with Nate: Diversified Cropping and Weed Kalahari Ballroom
Control
Nate Powell-Palm, Powell Palm Ag Services, LLC, and
Organic Trade Association
7:15-8:15 | Wake up with Willie: Breakfast Discussion on Organ- | Indigo Bay
a.m. ic Specialty Crops
. Willie Hughes, W.H. Hughes Farm, Janesville, Wisc.
Early Riser
Sessions Morning with Matt: Q&A for Alternative Weed Man- Mangrove Room
agement
Matt Ryan, Cornell
Morning Weather Report: Sources for Weather Data | Nile Room
Aaron Wilson, Ohio State
8:30 a.m. General Session # 4 - Organic Public Policy Kalahari Ballroom




Thursday, January 8, 2026 continued

Time

Session or Item Description

Location

Breakout
Session # 3
9:40—10:40
a.m.

Agronomy
Farmer Panel: Integrating Livestock

Josh Landis (IL), Kenton Filbrun (OH), Joel Layman (MI)
Moderated by Jenna Falor, Michigan State

Kalahari Ballroom

Marketing & Management
Organic Grain Market Outlook for 2026
Ryan Koory, Argus Media, Inc.

Indigo Bay

Research

Emerging OSU Organic Research
From the Ground Up: Farmer-Led Research
Alex Jefferies, OSU and Scott Stoller, farmer (OH)
Seeding Rate and Row Space on Weed Control in
Organic Corn Osler Ortez, OSU

Mangrove Room

10:40 a.m.

Trade Show Break

Kalahari Ballroom
Area

Breakout
Session # 4

11:10-12:10
a.m.

Agronomy
Measuring and Enhancing Soil Health in Organic

Grains Systems
Erin Silva, Univ of Wisc.

Kalahari Ballroom

Marketing & Management
Strategies for Farmland Leasing

Peggy Hall, OSU

Indigo Bay

Research
Answering Your On-Farm Questions with eFields
Elizabeth Hawkins, OSU

Mangrove Room

12:15-1:15
p-m.

Lunch

Nile and Orange
Rooms
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We will share speaker slides and poster abstracts online at

go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.

Additional resources may be added during or after the conference.




Additional Research Posters

Managing Ohio Weed Seed Banks by Implementing Chaff Lining
and Impact Mills

Amber Emmons, Daniel Doretto, Mercy Odemba, Eugene Law, The Ohio
State University

Developing Computer Vision-Based Weed and Crop Mapping
Technology

Daniel Doretto, Michael Grimes, Kyle Ohanian, Mercy Odemba, Colin
Barclay, Anthony Dobbels, Alyssa Essman, Maria Laura Cangiano, Zachary
Grzywacz, Steven Mirsky, Eugene Law, The Ohio State University

How Planting Density Influences In-Row Weed Pressure in
Organic Corn

Michael Ahiador, Osler Ortez, Eric Richer, Eugene Law, The Ohio State
University

Integrating Livestock and Crop Systems Improves Soil Biological
Health: A Study on 31 Ohio Farms

Cassandra Brown, Louceline Fleuridor, Ryan Haden, Douglas Jackson-
Smith, Marilia Chiavegato, The Ohio State University

Linking Arthropod Biodiversity and Weed Communities in
Organic and Ecologically-Intensified Agroecosystems

Coy St. Clair, Hira Poudel, W.G. Johnson, Julie Young, Christian H.
Krupke, Purdue University

Assessing Weed Seed Predation by Ground Beetles in
Ecologically Intensified Organic Cropping Systems
Hira Poudel, Christian H. Krupke, Purdue University

Meeting the Needs of Ohio Organic Grain Growers

Eric Richer, Cassandra Brown, Osler Ortez, Grant Davis, Kendall Lovejoy,
Clifton Martin, Kayla Wyse, The Ohio State University; and Ashley Adair,
Purdue University

Additional research posters are listed on page 6. Complete abstracts are
available at go.osu.edu/Organic Grains.

Thank you to USDA Midwest  ("yspa\ TRANSITION TO ORGANIC
TOPP for sponsoring our PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
Wednesday night Buyer-Seller

Mixer and our 2026 Marketing

& Management track.

Additional support for our
conference came from these
advertising sponsors. All
sponsors and vendors are
listed on page 13-15.
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Thursday, January 8, 2026 continued

Time Session or Item Description Location
Agronomy Kalahari Ballroom
My Toughest Weed
Farmer Panel: Jim Jacobs (OH), Mike Stites (IN),
Lloyd Uhl (MI)
Brea'kout Moderated by Eugene Law, OSU
Session # 5
Marketing & Management / Research Indigo Bay
1:30-2:30 . " o
m Organic eFields Trials:
p-m- Flame Weeding, Soybean Biologicals, and Alfalfa
Before Corn
Farmer and Educator Panel: Mitch Chupp, Amanda Dou-
ridas, Kendall Lovejoy, Rodney Miller, Logan Richer
2:30-3:30 General Session # 5 Kalahari Ballroom
p.-m. Weather Trends and Outlook for Organics
Aaron Wilson, OSU
3:30 p.m. Evaluation and Adjourn Kalahari Ballroom

Please be sure to share your comments and interests to
help us plan for future events.

Save the Date:
2027 Bi-State Organic Grains Conference
January 6-7, 2027

Grand Wayne Convention Center,

Fort Wayne, Indiana
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Safe travels home and thank you for joining us!
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Sponsor and Exhibitor Directory

Agricultural Flaming Innovations
Chris Bruening
cbruening@agflame.com

AgriEnergy Solutions
Clint Wuethrich
cwuethrich@agrienergysolutions.com

Albert Lea Seed House
Denise Hoffman
denise@alseed.com

Ohio State Agroecosystem Management
Program / OFFER Organic Program
Cassy Brown

brown.1844@osu.edu

BioSafe Systems
Jessica Stotz
jstotz@biosafesystems.com

Boehlerit
Elvin Daniel
edaniels@bilzusa.com

Cargill
Lauren Barhorst
lauren_barhorst@cargill.com

CERTIS Biologicals
Eric Luce
eluce@certisbio.com

Consolidated Grain and Barge Co.
Zane Crosby
zane.crosby@cgb.com

Dean Innovative Design LLC
Elijah Dean
Eli.dean@deaninnovativedesign.com

NICS/EcoCert
Christina Shriber-Murphy
christina.shribermurphy@ecocert.com

Farm Office/OSU
Clint Schroeder
schroeder.17@osu.edu

Farm Power/Einbock
Ian Higgins
ihiggins@farm-power.us

Farm-To-Power
Sam Roberts
sam@farmtopower.org

Garford/ Zurn USA
Alan Davis
Alan.Davis@Zurnharvesting.com

Global Organic Alliance Inc.
David Baldock Baldock
dbaldock@goaorg.com

Granite Ridge Feeds
Kyle Miller
kylem@graniteridgefarm.com

Great Harvest
David Ross
dave.ross@beckshybrids.com

Green Field Farms
John Weaver
info@gffarms.com

Greenfield Robotics
Jared Brown
jared.brown@greenfieldrobotics.com

Harrell Ag Products
Brandon Ellerbee
brandon@harrellag.com

Hatzenbichler / Gregoire-Besson
Ryan Kuhl
ryan@bayshoresales.com

Hayward Distributing
Ben Croson
bceroson@haydist.com

Heads Up Plant Protectants
Gary Hurst
gary@headsupst.com

Continued...
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Sponsor and Exhibitor Directory continued

Henke Buffalo
Drew Suhr
drew@apacheequipment.com

Hirzel Farms
Bridget Burgess
bburgess@hirzel.com

JABB of the Carolinas
Ben Arends
barends@jabbspe.com

JDS SEEDS LLC
John Daniel Schlabach
jdsseeds@gmail.com

Kalmbach Feeds Inc.
Brad Johnson
brad.johnson@kalmbachfeeds.com

KG Agri Products, Inc.
Ben Eggers
benjamin_eggers@kapi-ohio.com

KinnanFAB, Inc.
Justin Kinnan
sheena@kinnanfab.com

Kreher enterprises LLC
Jamey Payne
jameypayne@krehereggs.net

Maschio Gaspardo North America
Alixx Boynton
aboynton@maschiogaspardo.com

Miller Poultry
Rex Marquart
Rexm@millerpoultry.com

Morgan Composting
Amanda Lawson
marketing@dairydoo.com

MOSA Certified Organic
Jay Acker
jacker@mosaorganic.org
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Norden Mfg
Karleen Kuhns
karleen@nordenmfg.com

Nutrify
Matt Nidlinger
matt.nidlinger@thewengergroup.com

OEFFA Grain Grower Chapter
Bridget Burgess
bburgess@hirzel.com

Ohio Earth Food
Ted Stutz
info@ohioearthfood.com

Ohio International Intern Program
Yining Zhang
zhang.397@osu.edu

Organic Valley
Rose Smith
rose.smith@organicvalley.coop

Perdue Agribusiness LLC
Ross Hakes
harrison.r.hakes@gmail.com

Pik Rite, Inc.
Doug Thomas
doug@pikrite.com

Pond Hill Sales and Service
Brent Shettler
pondhillfarms@hotmail.com

Prairie Hybrids
Kenneth Headings
kenneth@prairiehybrids.com

Purdue University
Ashley Adair
holmes9@purdue.edu

Quality Roasting
James Copher
jcopher@delongcompany.com



Rodale Institute Organic Consulting
Ben Lehman
ben.lehman@rodaleinstitute.org

Sigma Ag Irrigation
Joel Laymen
joel.laymanfarms@gmail.com

Simmons Grain Co.
Annette Cook
annette@simmonsgrain.com

SureSource Commodities
Wade Metcalfe
wade@suresourcecommodities.com

Sutton Bank
Stuart Smith
ssmith@suttonbank.com

TH Fabrication, LL.C
Jonathan Hostetler
jonathan@th-fabrication.com

The Andersons, Inc.
Clay Roberson
clay_roberson@andersonsinc.com

The Nature Conservancy
Matt Burkholder
m.burkholder@tnc.org

Trackside Solutions
Ethan Ellinghuysen
eellinghuysen@tracksidesolutions.com

Treffler-Man@Machine
Ana Pelgrom
treffler@manatmachine.com

US Identity Preserved Alliance
Chuck Kunisch
ckunisch@michag.com

Zeeland Farm Services
Jay Meerman
jaymeerman@gmail.com

Special gratitude to our 4-year sponsors for their consistent support!

Hirzel /\

Farms

Organic
N\ Grain
2. Growers
74 Chapter

TREFFLER ¥ Man@Machine

OrganicMachinery.net

The Nature @
C()nservancy )

N> ™ Biffalo>

Machine Equipment

Cargill

AgriBusiness Helping the world thrive

15



Schedule, speaker slides, and other conference details are online at
go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.

Additional resources may be added during or after the conference.
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On-site Restaurants in Kalahari Main Lobby

¢ Cinco Nifios (lunch, dinner, MACS—Macaroni &Cheese Shop
and breakfast buffet) e The Last Bite

¢ Sortino’s Italian Kitchen e Java Manjaro

e B-LUX Grill & Bar

Café Mirage



