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Ohio State Organic Grains Conference  
January 9-10, 2025  
Kalahari Conferences & Resorts, Sandusky, Ohio 

 

Two full days of agronomic and farm management sessions for  
commercial organic grain growers in the Eastern Corn Belt. 

     

Erin Silva, University  
of Wisconsin-
Madison, Specialist, 
Organic and  
Sustainable Cropping  
Systems 

Damon DeSutter,  
DeSutter Farms in 
Attica, Indiana 

Osler Ortez, Ohio 
State Specialist,  
Corn and Emerging 
Crops 

Sophie Rivest-Auger,  
Centre for Expertise 
and Transfer in  
Organic and Local 
Agriculture, Quebec 

Eric Richer,  
Conference Director, 
Ohio State Field 
Specialist, Farm 
Management 

Featuring 
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Program Staff 
Eric Richer, Associate Professor and Field Specialist, Farm Management 

Cassandra Brown, Ohio State AMP / OFFER Program Manager / Outreach 

Cheryl Fischnich, Ohio State AMP / OFFER Office Associate 

Malina Chappie, Ohio State AMP / OFFER Student Assistant 
 

Planning Committee 
Ashley Adair, Purdue University Organic Extension Specialist  

Casey Brooks, Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association educator 

Bridget Burgess, Hirzel Farms, Luckey, Ohio—farmer representative 

Grant Davis, Ohio State Extension educator, Champaign County 

Kendall Lovejoy, Ohio State Extension educator, Fulton County 

Clifton Martin, Ohio State Extension educator, Muskingum County 

Osler Ortez, Ohio State Corn and Emerging Crops Specialist 

Dave Shively, Shively Farms, McClure, Ohio—farmer representative 

Kayla Wyse, Ohio State Extension educator, Williams County 

Léa Vereecke, formerly of Rodale Institute 

Welcome! 
Welcome to the Ohio State Organic Grains Conference. We are glad you are here!  

In this 3rd year of the event, we are excited about our new Kalahari location that will allow us 
to grow our organic trade show with more exhibitors while focusing on organic row crops in 
the Eastern Corn Belt. Our planning committee has spent hours preparing a great program of 
multi-state speakers including farmers, researchers, and industry representatives. We are 
grateful to several organic farmers and processors who have provided organic food ingredients 
to complement our meals. Finally, I am grateful to a creative planning committee for enabling 
the event to come together.  

- Eric Richer on behalf of the 2025 OSU Organic Grains Planning Committee 
  Associate Professor and Field Specialist, OSU Extension 
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Schedule at a Glance  

We will share speaker slides online at  
go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.  
 

Additional resources may be added during or after the 
conference.   

Pre-conference Activities Wednesday, January 8, 2025  
1-5 p.m. Vender Set Up Time 
6 p.m. Optional Dinner at B-Lux Grill or other restaurants 
 

* Please Note: Meals on Wednesday are NOT part of the  
conference meal package. All are welcome to join us for dinner, 
but please be prepared to pay for your own meal and space is 
limited. Other restaurants are available on site.  

 

Thursday, January 9, 2025 
7 a.m.  Registration opens 
9 a.m. Educational Sessions Begin 
12 p.m. Lunch and Roundtable Discussions 
1:30 p.m. Educational Sessions Continue 
5 p.m. Trade Show Social  
6 p.m. Dinner  
7 p.m. Networking Social Time  
 

Friday, January 10, 2025 
7 a.m.  Registration opens  
7 a.m.  Breakfast  
7:15 a.m.  Early Riser Sessions  
8:15 a.m. Educational Sessions Begin 
12 p.m. Lunch 
1:30 p.m. Educational Sessions Continue  
3:30 p.m. Evaluation and Adjournment 
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Special thanks to our 3-year sponsors SARE, Kapi, Henke-Buffalo, and Treffler. 

Networking & Equipment Sponsors 

This event is also made possible with support from the Ohio State Extension Farm Office Farm 
Management program led by David Marrison; and the Ohio State Agroecosystem Management 
Program’s OFFER Organic program led by Douglas Jackson-Smith. These programs are part of 
The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, led by 
Dean Cathann Kress. We’re also grateful for time donated by  farms, businesses, organiza-
tions, and county extension offices in support of this event.  

cfaes.osu.edu farmoffice.osu.edu offer.osu.edu 
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Pre-conference Activities  
Wednesday, January 8, 2025 

 

Time Session or Item Description Location 

12:00 p.m. Planning Committee Lunch Empress Boardroom 

1 - 5 p.m. Vender set up (Early preference given to  
equipment vendors.) 

Kalahari Ballroom Area 

6:00 p.m. Vender, speaker, planning committee meeting 
(Space limited. Other dining options available.) 

B-Lux Grill 

Thursday, January 9, 2025   

 

Time Session or Item Description Location 

7:00 a.m. Registration opens Kalahari South Foyer 

9:00 a.m. Welcome  Kalahari Ballroom 

9:15 a.m. General Session #1 - My Organic Grain Journey 

Damon DeSutter, DeSutter Farms and Hoosier 
Grassfed Beef, Attica, IN  

Kalahari Ballroom 

10:30 a.m. General Session #2 - Setting Up Weed Control 
Equipment for Success 

Sophie Rivest-Auger, Centre for Expertise and 
Transfer in Organic and Local Agriculture,  
Quebec 

Kalahari Ballroom 

11:30 a.m. Trade Show Break Kalahari Ballroom Area 

12:00 p.m. Lunch Kalahari Ballroom 

We will share speaker slides online at  
go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.  
 

Additional resources may be added during or after the 
conference.   
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Lunch Roundtable Topics 
During lunch on Thursday, we will have optional roundtable conversations.  
Pick a topic, find your table, join the conversation (But get some food first maybe).  

Thank you to our 2025 food sponsors. Many are also exhibitors in our trade show.  

Shared Legacy Farms was also a 2025 organic food donor, but is not pictured below.  

1 Certified Organic Seed 

2 How I Use Cover Crops 

3 Tips for Transition (Equipment) 

4 Certification How-To 

5 Integrating Livestock… How?  

6 Moldboard Plow Strategies 

7 Crop Insurance 

8 Custom Organic Meat Processing… 
Where/ Who?  

9 How to Exit Effectively 

10 Stop Fraudulent Imports 

11 Manure Strategies 

12 Sunflower Grower Group 

13 Building Soil Health 

14 No-Till / Reduced Till Weed Control 

15 Opportunities with Orange Corn? 

16 Direct Marketing Organic Grains 

17 Specialty Inputs (and ROI) 

18 Canada Thistle Support Group 

19 Organic Grain Marketing 

20 Increasing Beneficial Insects 
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Time Session or Item Description Location 

1:30 p.m. Breakout Session # 1 - Ohio Organic Corn  
Performance Trials: A Four-Year Summary +  
Sunflower Update 

Osler Ortez, OSU Corn and Emerging Crop 
State Specialist 
Eric Richer, OSU Field Specialist, Farm  
Management 

Kalahari Ballroom 

1:30 p.m. Breakout Session # 2 - Organic Study Circles: 
Lessons Learned from Peer-to-Peer Extension 
Programming in Pennsylvania and Ohio 

Anna Hodgson, Penn State 

Cassy Brown, Ohio State 

Indigo Bay 

2:35 p.m. Breakout Session # 3 - Alternative Crops for 
Rotation 

Farmer Panel: Tim Schacht, ancient grains; 
Justin Helt, industrial hemp; and 

Miles von Stein, alfalfa and rye 

Kalahari Ballroom 

  

2:35 p.m. Breakout Session # 4 - Organic Grain Grower 
Practices, Trends, and Attitudes 

Douglas Jackson-Smith, Director of OSU  
Agroecosystem Management Program 

Indigo Bay 

3:35 BREAK   

4:00 p.m. General Session #3 - Market Signals from End 
Users 

Michelle Ajamian, Shagbark Seed & Mill 
Rex Marquart, Miller Poultry 

Annette Cook, Simmons Grain 

Moderated by Ashley Adair, Purdue Extension 

Kalahari Ballroom 

  

5:00 p.m. Trade Show Social Kalahari Ballroom Area 

6:00 p.m. Dinner Kalahari Ballroom 

7:00 p.m. Networking and Social Time Baobab Lounge 
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Organic   
  Grain   
  Growers 
Chapter 

Special gratitude to our 3-year exhibitor and advertising sponsors  

and to all our exhibitor and 
advertising sponsors:  
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Friday, January 10, 2025  

 

Time Session or Item Description Location 

7:00 a.m. 

  

Registration Opens 
Breakfast  

Kalahari South Foyer 

7:30 a.m. Early Riser Session #1 - Incorporating Cattle Into 
an Organic Grain Operation 

Damon DeSutter, DeSutter Farms and Hoosier 
Grassfed Beef, Attica, IN  

Kalahari Ballroom West 

7:30 a.m. Early Riser Session #2 - Alternatives to Intensive 
Tillage for Weed Control  
Sophie Rivest-Auger, Centre for Expertise and 
Transfer in Organic and Local Agriculture, Quebec 

Indigo Bay 

7:30 a.m. Early Riser Session #3 - Organic No-Till Soybeans 
Q&A 

Erin Silva, University of Wisconsin-Madison  
Organic & Sustainable Cropping Systems Specialist 

Kalahari Ballroom East 

8:15 a.m. General Session # 4 - Row Spacing and  
Interseeding Cover Crops into Organic Corn 

Erin Silva, University of Wisconsin-Madison  
Organic & Sustainable Cropping Systems Specialist 

Kalahari Ballroom 

9:30 a.m. Breakout Session # 5 - Let the Sparks Fly!  
Strategies for Flame Weeding 

Farmer Panel: Seth Bebow (MI), Eli Dean (OH), 
and Doug Yoder (OH).  
Moderated by Eugene Law, OSU Weed Ecology 

Kalahari Ballroom 

9:30 a.m. Breakout Session # 6 - Where's the Money?  
TOPP, 823, and Other Funds 

Ben Lehman, Rodale Institute  
Casey Brooks, Ohio Ecological Food & Farm Assoc. 

Indigo Bay 

10:30 a.m. Trade Show Break Kalahari Ballroom Area 
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Time Session or Item Description Location 

11:00 a.m. Breakout Session # 7 - Biologicals for Practical 
Use in Organic Grains 

Connor Sible, Assistant Professor, Univ. of Illinois 

Kalahari Ballroom 

11:00 a.m. Breakout Session # 8 - Farm Succession: Getting 
Your Farm and Affairs in Order 

David Marrison, OSU Farm Management 

Indigo Bay 

12:00 p.m. Lunch Kalahari Ballroom 

12:30 p.m. OEFFA Organic Grains Growers Meeting 
(optional) 

Kalahari Ballroom 

1:30 p.m. Breakout Session # 9 - Strategies for Organic 
Farm Management in a Down Year 

Farmer Panel: Gary Cooper (IL), Noah Schlabach 
(OH), Bucky Ziegler (PA). 
Moderated by Bruce Clevenger, OSU 

Kalahari Ballroom 

1:30 p.m. Breakout Session # 10 - Nitrogen Credits from 
Cover Crops and Manure 

Manbir Rakkar, OSU Soil Fertility State Specialist 
and Sarah Noggle, OSUE-Paulding County 

Indigo Bay 

2:30 p.m. General Session # 5 

Economics, Experiments, and Extras 

Eric Richer, OSU Field Specialist, Farm  
Management 

Kalahari Ballroom 

3:30 p.m. Evaluation and Adjourn   

We will share speaker slides online at  
go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.  
 

Additional resources may be added during or after the 
conference.   

Friday, January 10, 2025  
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Please join us again in 2026!  
Save the Date: 2026 Ohio State Organic Grains Conference  
January 8-9, 2026 at Kalahari in Sandusky, OH  

Speaker slides online at go.osu.edu/OrganicGrains.  
 

Additional resources may be added during or after the 
conference.   


