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How well do you
know the rest of
the organic grain
producers in this
region?

Better Question



_s‘&_ .
Q *How many organic farmers
s raise corn in region (IN,

Quick Check OH, M, PA)?
*\WWhich state has the most?



Number of Farms Growing Certified Organic Corn
January 2025
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GEOGRAPHIC POCKETS

Integrity Organic Corn Growers - Operations Per County
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GEOGRAPHIC POCKETS

Integrity Organic Corn Growers - Certified Acres Per County
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* Describe a typical farm that grows
organic corn...

Lo ¢ SIZG
-0
Q * Enterprise mix
— * What share of organic corn

Quick Check growers
* Use full tillage?

* Use cover crops?

* Keep alfalfa/hay/perennials in
rotation with corn?







METHODS

* Mailed to random sample of
~1,500 certified organic farmers
who raise organic cornin IN, MI,
OH, and PA (from USDA Integrity
List)

* Response rate = 57.4%

* Asked about farm
characteristics, management
practices on corn fields



Highlights — FARM
CHARACTERISTICS

* SMALL: Avg 118 acres of
organically certified cropland

* ORGANIC ONLY: <10% raised
any non-organic corn

* LIVESTOCK FARMS: 76% raised
livestock - mostly dairy cows
(60%), beef (18%), poultry (16%)

* PLAIN FARMS: 63% used
horses for fieldwork

* Tractor farms larger (most 100-
500 acres) but still mostly dairy




Highlights - FARM MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

CULTIVATION

¢ 84% used moldboard ¢ 9209 used row
plow and disk cultivator
¢ 13% used chisel, * 30% used rotary hoe

vertical, strip, or no- ¢ 904 tine weeder
till



Highlights —
FARM
MANAGEMENT

82% raised cornin

CROP ROTATIONS on rotation with hay

44% raised corn at

organic corn fields least 2xin 4 years
(last 4 years)

20% raised
soybeans at least
once

COVER CROP USE 42% planted a CC

before organic corn

Bottom line = nearly all organic

corn fields had perennials or cover
crops




Percent of Farms Applying Input to Corn in 2017
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Some key take homes

* Most organic corn growers in region have livestock
* Majority are Plain farmers

* Most use intensive tillage and mechanical
cultivation

* Most rely heavily on manure

* Most use long-rotations w/ perennials or cover
crops

* University research & extension should mirror range
of production methods used bv organic corn



Comparing Organic and
Conventional Farms

In what ways are organic grain growers different

from conventional grain growers?
* Farm and Farmer Characteristics?
* Farm Management Practices
* Qutlook and Attitudes?



2020 Ohio Farm Poll

* Mail survey designed with input from
diverse group of ag partners

* Implemented February to May 2020
 Random sample of 2500 farms
* 41% response rate (n=837 useable)

« Random sample of 500 certified
organic farms

* 56% response rate (n=275 useable)
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THE OHIO FARM POLL




ORGANIC RESPONDENTS BY REGION
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FARMS ENTERPRISE TYPE

ORGANIC FARMS

Beef, Poultry, Hogs
14%

Cash Grains
29%
Specialty Crops
22%

/
3%

CONVENTIONAL FARMS

Beef, Poultry, Hogs
31%

Hay /‘

Cash Grains
44%

Dairy  °
8%

T

11% 6%

_ Specialty Crops



NEXT: Focus only on the
subset of respondents
who raised any corn or soybeans



Distribution of Grain Farms
by Acres of Cropland Operated

Conventional Organic
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Percent of Grain Farm Operators

by Age Group
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Use of Management Practices



Percent of Grain Farms
Using Various Management Practices
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Percent of Grain Farms
Using Various Management Practices
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Well-Being and Outlook
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Percent of Grain Farmers
Satisfied with Farm and Quality of Life
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Attitudes and Beliefs



Percent of Grain Farmers who Agree or Strongly Agree
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Percent of Grain Farms who Agree or Strongly Agree
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Crop and revenue Agribusiness firms  Genetic modification
insurance is critical to exerttoo much power of crops/foods is good
my farms' survival in farm markets for farmers like me



Percent of Grain Farmers Who Agree or Strongly Agree
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SURPRISED?

QUESTIONS?
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